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A Request for Building Integrated Protection
Systems to Diminish Child Labor.

The Arab Labor
cooperation with the Arab Council for
Childhood and Development, and the Arab
Gulf Program for Development «kAGFUND»
have concluded their regional workshop titled
“Child Labor Reduction Policies” which
continued over two days in Sharm El-Sheikh.

Organization in

In their recommendations, the participants
stressed that based on the general values,
principles, and objectives of the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child and the optional rights thereto, that all
the Arab countries need to ratify the Arab

Treaties regarding the minimization of child
labor and protection from works of abusive
nature.

In addition, the participants called on
the Arab Countries to build integrated
protection systems for children, including
child workers by implementing mandatory
measures derived from a consolidated human
rights-based approach. Furthermore, the
participants requested the support to conduct
scientific research to record and study this
phenomenon, in hopes to find effective
solutions in the region.

The GCC is a Major Labor Player in the World

A Request for
Building Integrated
Protection Systems to
Diminish Child Labor.

The Arab Labor Organization in
cooperation with the Arab Council
for Childhood and Development,
and the Arab Gulf Program for
Development «AGFUND» have
concluded their regional workshop
titled “Child Labor Reduction
Policies” which continued over two
days in Sharm El-Sheikh.

In their recommendations, the
participants stressed that based on
the general values, principles, and
objectives of the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the
Child and the optional rights thereto,
that all the Arab countries need to
ratify the Arab Treaties regarding
the minimization of child labor and
protection from works of abusive
nature.

In addition, the participants
called on the Arab Countries to build
integrated protection systems for
children, including child workers by
implementing mandatory measures
derived from a consolidated human
rights-based approach. Furthermore,
the participants requested the support
to conduct scientific research to

record and study this phenomenon,
in hopes to find effective solutions in
the region.

Mr. Ali Faisal Al Siddiqi, legal researcher
at the Department of labor affairs, and the
Acting Director, presented a paper titled
«The Economic Impact of Migrant Workers
on Their Countries» in a workshop on foreign
labor in the GCC countries. The workshop
was organized by General Secretariat of the
Gulf Cooperation Council in Riyadh during
the 24 to 25 November 2015.

Additionally, Al Siddiqi pointed out that
«The GCC Countries play a major role in the

issue of labor both on regional and universal
levels, and it is an indispensable asset which
maintains critical global rates,» referring to
the monetary value received by the countries
where workers come from. He further said
«We should recognize the role played by the
GCC countries to achieve a great economic
development of the countries where workers
come from, through financial transactions
and investments made by immigrants who
send money back to their homelands.
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The Executive Bureau
Attends The International
Labor Organization
Meetings

An esteemed Delegation from the
Executive Bureau of the Ministers
of Labor and the Ministry for Social
Affairs in the Gulf Cooperation
Council had attended the ILO council
meetings in Geneva, Switzerland,
during the month of November 2015.
The current session addressed a
range of important issues affecting
the legal, technical, administrative
and financial aspects related to
achieving the objectives of the ILO in
employment and vocational training,
social protection, social dialogue and
the consolidation of international labor
standards in the member countries.

Regarding these topics, Mr.
Ageel Al-Jassem met with the
director general of the International
Labor Organization Mr. J. Ryder
discussing the keenness of the GCC
countries to develop and improve
work environments despite the long
time these changes need to be fully
implemented. In addition, Al Jassim
had also met with Chairman of the
Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of
Bahrain at the European headquarters
of the United Nations in Geneva, Dr.
Yusuf Abdulkarim Bucheery, who
affirmed in his speech that all the
GCC Countries are committed to the
international labor conventions.

Improving Social Policies in the Arab Countries is a Shared Responsibility
Between Governments and Civil Social Organizations.

The Ministry of Social Affairs in
collaboration with the General Secretariat

of the League of Arab States has concluded
its seminar titled «Prospective Strategic
Planning of the Social Policies in the Arab
Countries» on the 10th and 11th of Feb 2015.
Saleh  Algaddoura,
Director of the Department of Social Affairs

Moreover, Dr.

from the Executive Bureau of the Council
of Ministers for Social Affairs in the Gulf
Cooperation Council has participated in the
seminar along with Professor Mahmoud

Bucheery an expert in management.

The Executive Bureau Congratulates Al Zayani for
His Second Term as Secretary-General in the GCC

The participants in the seminar stressed
that the event provided an opportunity to the
representatives from the Arab countries to
exchange their experiences and learn from
each other. A reminder that the Ministry of
Social Affairs initiated reforms in the Social
Protection System to ensure a decent living
for all Tunisians.

In the end, the participants pointed out
that the development of the Social Policies in
the Arab Countries is a shared responsibility,
as the region shares the same fate and
challenges.

Mr. Ageel Al Jassim, Director General
of the Executive Bureau, congratulated his
highness Dr. Abdullatif Rashid Al Zayani for
being assigned for his second term of three
years as a Secretary General in the GCC.

It was stated in the closing remark after
the conclusion of the thirty sixth session to
their Majesties and Highnesses the leaders

of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) in
Riyadh, that Dr. Al Zayani is to be reassigned
for the coming three years term starting from
April 2017, the statement elaborated that the
reassignment decision came as a direct result
for the extraordinary efforts and brilliant
work executed by Al Zayani in the GCC
region.
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Al Khalaifi at the opening of the 32nd session of the
Council of Ministers of Labor

Ongoing Efforts for the Development
and Activation of Joint Work and Integration
Mechanisms Between Member States

His Excellency Dr. Abdullah Bin Saleh
Al Khalaifi, the minister of labor and
social affairs of Qatar, said at the opening
ceremony of the 32nd session of the Council
of Ministers of Labor in the GCC that: “The
State of Qatar, the host of this session,
emphasizes the importance of the role that
the Council has played in the consolidation
of joint work between the GCC countries”
adding that ““ the Ministers of Labor are in

a continuous pursuit of solutions to improve
and activate mechanisms of collaboration
between the member states in order to face

the current economic challenges both on a

a number of

belonging and identity
and citizenship most pressing topics

HE Dr. Abdullah Bin Saleh
Al Khulaifi, Minister of Labour
and Social Affairs, Chairman
of the current session of the
Council, in his opening speech to
the work of thirty-second session
of the Council of Ministers
for Social Affairs of the Gulf
(GCC)
meeting, that the continuous

Cooperation Council

striving of the Council came
with positive results reflected on
the Gulf societies conditions and
its various components. “We
have sought and we continue
to steadily and continuously
to modernize social legislation
and review in order to promote
social development and the
creation of a more just and
taking into account the societal
and

environment vulnerable

marginalized segments and

in need of assistance through

regional and a global level.”
At the end of the opening ceremony
outstanding companies

and institutions were praised for their

exceptional work, under the patronage of
His Excellency Sheikh Abdullah Bin Nasser
Bin Khalifa Al-Thani, the Prime Minister
and Minister of Interior.

the empowerment on the one

hand and to provide protection
and improve the quality of
services provided to them the
requirements of the other.”

His Excellency added that
the agenda of the meeting is
full of important topics that
contribute to the reduction of the
potential repercussions of the
events that revolve around and

negative effects and contribute
at the same time preserving the
gains in the Gulf and protect
them from the effects of any
threatening cohesion.

“that the
themes of child and family are

He continued,

the focus of our attention what
is happening around us should
be left to its effects in childhood
and in the family and cohesion

and values which we turn to him
early and we sought together
to confront it through the child
and the family put on the list of
priorities in all Board meetings
as does the issue of belonging
and identity and citizenship
Threads of the most pressing
and so they can have a profound
effect of long-range and large
segments of our societies.
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In its 36th session, the GCC Summit
is characterized by being headed by his
Highness King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al
Saud in Riyadh the capital of K.S.A, for
the first time, which is an indicator that

this session in particular will emerge
with decisions that will push the GCC
joint action wheel forward.

Moreover, this summit comes
at a very critical time for the GCC
Countries, due to the changes witnessed
in the region and around the globe.
Those changes are of great importance
as they have affected the security and
economy of the globe, and in return the
gulf. However, despite it all, the GCC
leadership remained keen on improving
the life conditions of the their Citizens.

In that regard, The Supreme Council
has in fact accelerated the speed and
pace to achieve the resolutions for the
ratification of the laws and regulations
and agreements adopted by the Council,
to ensure the enforcement in a timely
Board.
The changes are aimed at enabling

manner determined by the

the citizens take advantage of the
complementary steps adopted by the
Supreme Council, as the Riyadh summit
came to confirm that a strong economy
with all its requirements is the engine of
growth and sustainability to pave a solid
ground for the generations to come.

In the end, the history of the GCC
undoubtedly full of
achievements and gains given to the

countries is

Gulf citizens. This as a matter of fact
shows the unity and cohesion between
the GCC countries, notwithstanding the
turbulent economy in the world today.

Arab Social Affairs Ministers Discuss Childhood,
Disability and Sustainable Development Issues

In their thirty fifth regular session
and the fifth substantive session, the
Ministers of Social Affairs discussed
a number of issues such as childhood
disability and sustainable development
in the region. The session was held in
Sharm El-Sheikh between 13th and 14th
December 2015.

The agenda of the session included
many other issues including the Arab
Fund for Social Work, as well as the
preparations for the Arab summits about
the social and economic developments,
the phenomenon of begging in the Arab

world, and plans to minimize poverty in

the Arab society.

In addition the Ministers discussed
further topics related to people with
disability, women>s rights, and reviewed
the Bahraini senior citizens quality of
life experience. Moreover, the Executive
Bureau of the Ministers of Labor and
the Ministry for Social Affairs in the
Gulf Cooperation Council coordinated a
meeting between the member countries
to study further ways of collaboration to
promote for unity and consolidation in
the Arab region.

Encouraging Unity to Limit Unemployment in
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation

The third Organization of Islamic
of Labor
conference was concluded in Jakarta,

Cooperation>s  Ministers
November 2015. The conference came
with recommendations for the member
countries to enhance the methods of
cooperation in order to reduce the
unemployment rates by devising various
programs and policies facilitating the
immigration processes and improving
the vocational capacity of the working
force in the Islamic world.

The recommendations that was titled

2 aSlaa) a5l

«Jakarta Declaration» included many
points of high importance such as, the
implementation of the occupational
safety and health of workers in their
hosting countries, and the promotion
to exchange experiences between the
member countries.

In conclusion, the conferences
stressed the importance for reducing
the expenses and risks associated
with immigration, yet, called for the
improvement and enhancement of the

workers> benefits.
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