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Saudi Ministry
of Labor ready
to Launch
((Working from
Distance))

Dr Fahad Al Takhifi, the
undersecretary of Ministry of Special
Labor in the Ministry of Labor in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, said: “The
ministry is preparing the launch of
(working from distance) to be ready
for application soon.”

Al Takhifi added to the Saudi
Economist that the necessary
technology has been developed
in collaboration with Takamol to
monitor the work from distance for
female employees. He added that
there will be adequate inspections
to the registered distance female
workers to guarantee their rights for
social security and GOSI.

Al Takhifi explained that the
(working from distance) program
is directed at female workers, and
workers with special needs, as the
program was designed to enable
them to work conveniently from their
homes. In addition, both employers
and workers have obligations to
keep, such as providing the required
equipment to complete the job
from the side of employers, and
maintaining that equipment in good
condition from the side of workers.

This program is going to help
legalize and regulate distance
workers, which is going to help
female Saudis to participate in the
work market more effectively.

GCC Guide for vocational
classification and descriptions

(Kuwait — November 1014) The assigned technical committee concluded their
work after their final session, in preparing the new unified Arabic — Khaleeji guide
for vocational classifications and descriptions. The committee decided that the
application of the Guide is going to be effective once the Guide is credited for a one
year as a trial period. The committee explained that the trial period is necessary for the
adopting members to observe and report any required changes, thus by the year 2015
the committee would be able to make needed amendments accordingly.

From his side the general manager the Council of Ministers of Labor and Ministries
of Social Affairs in the GCC Executive Bureau, Mr. Ageel Al Jassim, emphasized
on the importance that the industrial and economical development in the Arab Gulf
states has brought to the region, due to the new requirements in terms of trained
professionals and experts to help steering the economy in the right way.

Al Jassim Added that the GCC constitutes a integral homogenous region, and that
the GCC members are working on projects to develop and improve the economy. In
Addition, Al Jassim explained the importance of keeping statistics and records in
order to draw improvement plans based on scientific methods.

in the opening of the 41st Arab Labor conference ... Al Jassim
The conference represents most vivid picture of how
three sectors of production in perfect cooperation

Mr. Aqgeel Ahmed Al Jassim, the general manager of the executive office in the
Council of Ministers of Labor and Ministers of Social Affairs in the GCC, has
substantiated that: “The Arab Labor Conference represents the clearest picture of
effective collaboration between the three sectors of production, and that the meeting
also encourages valuable discussions between the parties that should promote for
improvements in the region.” The Conference was held in Egypt between 14th and
21st September, as his Excellency President Abdul Fatah Al Sisi hosted the event.
Al Jassim expressed the importance of the continuation of holding these conferences
to address and tackle all the pressing matters that Arab citizens might face during
these hard economical and political times in the region. He also concluded that these
conferences promote unity and solidarity between all the Arab countries.
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Disability International Conference recommends
establishment of national organizations for people

with disabilities

The fourth International Conference
on Disability and Rehabilitation was
launched by his Highness Prince Salman
ben Abdulaziz. Where important topics
such as the importance of starting a
national organization to protect the rights
and provide for the needs of people with
disabilities and to track the services
provided for this group by governmental
and social organizations.

The conference called for Prince
Salman’s Disability Research
Organization to form a committee to
apply the given recommendations within
the time frame to establish development
projects to improve the conditions of
people with disabilities, their families,
and their communities.

The conference also encouraged people
from all walks of life to volunteer in

these projects to help educate the society
about the special needs of these people.
In addition, the conference recommended

following the international experience in
engaging disabled people to participate
in the work market, by having proper

educational and rehabilitation programs
to help them become functional in their
communities.

The Council of Arab Ministers of Social Affairs

approves 3 Bahraini Proposals

In their sixty fourth Regular Session, that was held in Egypt, the Council of Arab Ministers
or Social Affairs has approved three proposal by the Kingdom of Bahrain recently.

The council has decided to grant the Royal Charity and Philanthropy Organization in
Bahrain the executive role of providing support that the Arab Social Work Fund is organizing
for Gaza and other Arab states in turmoil. The council also decided to form a committee
of high ranked officials to monitor the flow of the procedures scheduled to take place in
the region and to issue a study to support projects and record their successful experiences.

In addition, the council praised the Kingdom of Bahrain’s initiative to conduct training
and teaching programs that promote unity amongst Arab people. Supporting small family
businesses and incorporating small businesses as a major source of the regional economy
was also one of the approved suggestions provided by the Kingdom.

Dr Fatima Mohammed Al Bulushi, the Minister of Social Development, headed the
Bahraini delegation. The Session touched on critical matters in the region, such as providing
aid for Palestine.
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Al Shatti:
Disabled
Organization
on the verge of
a new era

Mr. Tariq Al Shatti, the head
of the General Organization of
People with Disabilities, has
confirmed that the work in the
organization is witnessing a
watershed, as these are very
critical moments, stressing the
importance of following the
guidelines for each procedure the
organization takes.

Mr. Al Shatti added that the
new work strategy is based on
law 8 / 2010 which complies
with the message and vision of
the organization. As these are the
final stages to be on track with the
plan for improving the conditions
of the people with special needs
in Kuwait. He described the
coming period as a new era that
the Organization is running on a
predetermined schedule to meet
their deadline on time.

Additionally, Al Shatti added
that there are specialized
committees to determine the
types of disabilities and what
legal obligation the organization
is responsible for towards the
beneficiaries. He concluded that
it is essential that they benefit
from western countries such
as the American and European
experiences in tackling this
important issue.

5000 visitors in the second
Women and Labor Exhibition

The second Women and Labor Exhibition had concluded the event “Opportunities
and Options” which was organized by the ministry of labor in collaboration with
the Supreme Women Council; under the kind sponsorship of her Royal Highness
Princess Sabika bent Ebrahim Al Khalifa, the wife of the king. The event attracted a
big number of private sector organizations to participate, and thousands of female job
seekers to visit.

The exhibition was held between the 21st and 23rd October 2014, during which
more than 5000 visitors attended the event. Visitors were introduced to more than
80 organizations from the private sector and probed the advantages and incentives
offered by those organizations.

The event was successful at achieving its goals to hire a group of job seekers on
the site. The conference’s success reinforces the aims of such events sponsored by
the government to offer the citizens decent jobs that suit their abilities and aspiration.
Many high ranked official displayed immense interest in the event, while it was
reviewed by more than 300 visitors who answered questionnaires prepared by the
ministry of labor to measure the success of the exhibition.

96% of Kuwaiti Nationals
Work in Government Sector

Faris Al Enzi, the head of the Small Business Authority in Kuwait, has confirmed
that small business in the county has become an “endowment”, explaining that there
is a huge support for those projects from the Government.

Al Enzi added in a symposium titled (The most important services provided by
Restructuring to small businesses) that: “The concentration of small business should
be addressed because of the unique nature of the demographic structure in Kuwait
where the Kuwaiti nationals barely reach 27% of the total population in the country.”
He added “that 96% of Kuwaitis work in the Government and Public sectors whereas
only 4 % work in the Private sector. In addition, the national economy is dependent
on oil trade as a single source of income.”

Al Enzi ended with the note that “Restructuring” is not going to clash with the work
of other government support for small businesses, and it’s going to provide salaries
for business owners and offer free workshops for three years.

®
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Alroomi: 4 Billion Dirham shares
in cooperative societies’ participants

Ms Maryam Mohammed Khalfan Alrumi, the minister
of Social Affairs, has revealed that the number of the
participants in the cooperative societies exceeded 65
thousand, and the shares of participants reached 4 billion
and 345 million Dirham. The cooperative societies play a
major role in improving the conditions of the districts where
they operate, according to Ms Alrumi; affirming that the
cooperative societies in GCC members have high standards
of being organized, functional, and effective. The cooperative
societies in the GCC possess adequate capabilities in terms of
the size of capital, legal reserve, sales value, and the number
of members.

Ms Alrumi has commended the major role that the
cooperative societies has been playing throughout the past
decades and the prompt and unexpected evolution those
societies have witnessed. She explained how their importance
has increased with the unfortunate economical crisis the
entire globe suffered from in the last decade, and how
those societies managed to survive almost unaffected. The
cooperative societies serve the communities and were created
to help the people and their families, Alrumi added, and the
goal of those societies is to improve the life conditions of the
people around it.

Asserting their commitment to improve conditions of migrant laborers

Emirates: ((Human Rights Watch)) deliberate sentimental exaggerations

In a statement about the recent bulletin by the Human Rights
Watch, The United Arab Emirate accused the report to be
biased and disproportionate. According to the Emirates, the
report focused on a tiny percentage of the migrant workers,
and the findings are overstated, but it does not represent
the conditions of all of the migrant workers. Emirates also
pointed out that the Human Rights Watch has had a history
of embroidered and biased reports, which can be destructive
and counterproductive.

Ms Amena Al Muheeri, the head of the Human Rights

Department in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs explained: “the
picture portrayed by (Human Rights Watch) does not project
the general condition of the migrant workers in Emirates, as
the UAE offers opportunities to people from 200 different
nationalities, and based on that, the country exerts continuous
efforts in improving the conditions and defending the rights
of the migrant workers. However, there are isolated incidents
to which the concerned authorities might not be aware of
due to the enormous size of migrants, yet authorities are in
constant action to address those problems.
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The Council of Ministers
of Labor and Ministry
of Social Affairs in the
GCC states holds its thirty
first session in Kuwait,
at a time of regional and
international changes in
the variables that affect the
work market and workers
conditions directly. Those
changes affect the entire
GCC region equally due to
their similarities in terms
of location, recourses, and
culture.

We hereby address the
most pressing matters in
the region today, along
with recommendations
to tackle and resolved
these issues, starting with
monitoring the work of
the projects made to help
increase
opportunities for the GCC
nationals, along with many
other pressing matters.

The world has not
secluded the GCC states
from the economical
challenges, and we are
obligated to deal with the
difficulties in a professional
and scientific approach,
to enable us to maintain
unity and prosperity in the
region.

employment
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Executive Bureau participated in
the second forum of Cooperatives

Strengthening the operations of the cooperatives is essential for a modern society

The general manager of the Executive Bureau in the Council of Ministers of Labor
and Ministry of Social Affairs in the GCC states participated in the opening of the
second Gulf Cooperative Forum in Abu Dhabi in the UAE. The Forum concluded its
last events titled “Cooperatives in the light of international experiences” on the 23rd
of October 2014.

From his side the General Manager, Mr. Al Jassim, said: “strengthening the role
of the cooperatives in the economy plays a major role in developing and improving
the conditions in the GCC states, because of the importance it has to promote unity
between citizen in all economical, political, and social aspects.”

Al Jassim commended the western and developed countries experiences in this
regard, emphasizing that the goal of the cooperatives should not be profit, but should
be providing the communities with aid to reduce the level of poverty in the region.

From her side Ms. Al Rumi, the Minister of Labor in the UAE, added that “the
cooperatives have played a major role to repair the damages caused by the latest

financial crisis around the globe.”

Al Jassim: GCC committee
discuss forced labour protocol

The Saudi Economist news paper
has quoted the general manager of the
executive office for the Ministry of
Labor and the Ministry of Social Affairs
in the GCC, saying: “The Council has
recently formed a committee to set
integral standards for the Forced Labor
convention” adding “The committee takes
responsibility to project the concerns and
opinions of the GCC members regarding
this supplementary tool, as amendments
have been applied on the protocol to ban
all kinds of forced labor”

On the other hand Al Jassim explained to

the Economist thatthere are no international
obligations or treaties that compel any
country to offer the naturalization of the
whole or part of the migrant workers, and
that it is undisputedly a sovereign matter
whether to give the nationality to workers,
who he described as temporary contract
workers. Finally, Al Jassim addressed
the controversy around alleged labor law
violations in the gulf, saying, that there
are certainly some isolated incidents here,
however, the authorities are working on
providing protection to all of the people,
citizens and migrants alike.
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| GCC labour & Social affairs 31st meeting in Kuwait

Amidst global challenges that affected the Arabian Gulf States and the region, The Council of Ministers of Labor and
Social Affairs Launches its 31st conference in Kuwait. Needless to say, GCC states are but part and parcel of the world, which

cannot be put in isolation from it. Therefore, the Council has chosen to address the issues that affect the citizens in hope that the
outcome of the session is going to provide solutions and decisions to improve the living conditions of the people in the region.
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