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Ministerial meeting for (Abu Dhabi Dialogue 3) employment
outreach program supports joint regional initiative

In the “3rd Abu Dhabi Dialogue” the Consultative
Ministerial Meeting of Asian Countries revealed the adoption
of an awareness program to educate and train migrant workers
as an initiative for the regional joint dialogue.

This came at the end of the third Ministerial Consultative
Meeting (Abu Dhabi Dialogue 3) which was hosted in Kuwait,
and was attended by the ministers of 17 Asian countries. The
participants welcomed the International Organization for
Migration’s proposal to conduct a field study about recruitment
and practices of the industry in the context of labor mobility
between the countries in Asia.

The participants also confirmed that they are working on
the prohibition and prevention of exploitative employment
practices and unfair treatment, stressing their commitment
to support the Abu Dhabi dialogue as a consultative and
governing mechanism in the region.

Governmental Instructions for
Decent Job-Offers Initiatives

The minister of Labor, Mr. Jameel Humaidan,
said that: “One of the government’s priorities is
to develop human resources for a more efficient
utilization of the labor force in the country”
Commenting that “Bahrain’s man power has
always been the base for development in the
Kingdom”

Mr. Humaidan added:”The government
always shows continuous support by initiating
various projects to offer the citizens decent jobs.
The Bahraini citizens should be eligible for jobs
that correspond to their level of education and
experience.”

Minister or Labor: Implementing 36
initiatives to employ 300 thousand

Mr. Adel Fageah has revealed recently that there are 36 initiatives to be
implemented by the ministry in a joint project with the ministry of planning and
finance. The initiatives include, summer training programs, and offering various
types of jobs that should meet the needs of the unemployed population and the
labor market.

Mr. Fageah has confirmed, according the “Alwatan” newspaper, that the
challenges to provide suitable jobs for the youth are numerous, stressing that the
Saudi youth should be prioritized when hundreds of thousand migrant workers
can secure jobs in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. He added that the number of
unemployed Saudis has reached 650 thousand, and that every year 350 thousand
graduate from secondary school while 100 thousand graduate from college. At the
end noted that there are more than one million working visas issued annually.

Expected to rise up to 11.7% in 2015
The International Labor Organization: Unemployment

in the Middle East is the highest in the world

ILO said that unemployment is still at high levels in the labor
markets in the Middle East, and the rate is growing sustainably
because of the political instability, which surfaced in 2011, and local
wars, that came after. While the significant drop in oil prices has
only caused unemployment to increase further.

The ILO described unemployment in the Middle East as
“Unbelievable” stating that it is the highest in the world reaching
11.6 in 2011 and expected to reach 11.7 through 2015. The

percentage of unemployed youth has far exceeded the percentage
of adults by 3.7.

The organization warned in its annual report that unemployment
in the world is expected to have an estimated 11 million additional
people, at least in the next four years. Moreover, the report said that
the social gap in the world will worsen in 2019, as unemployment
may reach beyond 219 million people.
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The 31st ministerial session is concluded
New Decisions are in favor of the
citizens on both labor and social levels

The 31st session for the Council of Ministers of Labor and
Ministry of Social affairs has been concluded in Kuwait after being
held between the 24th and the 25th of November 2014.

Each Council has addressed more pressing matters and has
made proper decisions that support the aim to maintain a shared
interest between GCC states.

First: The Council of Ministers of Labor:

The Council has stressed the importance of engaging the youth in
the private sector, the need to nationalize the jobs in each of the GCC
states, and the necessity for GCC women to be part of the workforce

in the private sector to solve the problem of unemployment.

Secondly: The Council of ministers of Social Affairs:

The council has commended on the role that the Ministries
of Social affairs and Development in the GCC has been playing,
and the notable improvement witnessed regarding issues such as
elderly citizens care, women'’s rights, child protection, and people
of special needs rights. In addition to praising the role that the Non
Government Organizations have played during the past few years
in raising awareness amongst the society and promoting for a better
culture in the region.

Labor Law
amendments in its
final stages and soon
to be released

Dr. Abdullah Bin Saleh Al Khulaifi, the Minister
of Labor and Social Affairs, has recently confirmed
that the labor law amendments are in their final stages.
The amendments include a number of new articles
and legislations, such as protecting workers rights for
fair wages. The amendments have been finalized and
submitted to the Council of Ministers.

The minister has confirmed that the private sector
has responded positively to the Government’s plan
to nationalize the jobs on all levels. The country is
working to have more Qatari manpower in the private
sector, and the minister has demanded the private
sector to provide proper training and development
plans for the Qatari citizens.

Ghabbash: A comprehensive project to
amend the labor law is completed

The Minister of Labor in the United Arab Emirates, Mr. Saqr Ghobash
said: “The ministry has set up an integrated project to amend the labor law. It is
currently being consulted with our stakeholders in preparation for submission to
the Council of Ministers. The project is in its final stages.” He continued: “our
commitment to amend the law is to assure and encourage greater participation
from the citizens in the labor market by the approximation of the working
conditions in the private sector and the public sector.”

Alsaleh, increasing number of Non
Government Organizations that reached 617

The minister of social development, Mrs. Faeqa Alsaleh, said that: “The
ministry believes in the big role that the NGOs play in the development of today’s
community. Therefore, we have taken certain measurements and organized
for some programs that should enhance and improve the activities of those
organizations.” She added: “This sector has become substantial in modern time,
and throughout the past few years it has witnessed an increase in the number of
NGOs to reach 617 institutions from different types and characters”
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Bahraini, Saudi, and Yemini ministers receive greetings
and congratulations from the Executive Bureau’s GM

The general manager of the Council of the Ministers of Labor and Ministry of Social Affairs in GCC States Executive Bureau has sent
his Congratulations and greetings to the new appointed Bahraini, Saudi, and Yemini ministers, expressing his confidence in the ministers’

suggestions and instructions that will contribute in improving the quality of life in the GCC.

Workshop outcomes
confirm the need

for GCC Women to
contribute in the
Private Sector

The Participant in the workshop
titled “Hiring women in the private
Sector in the GCC” agreed that it
is important to enable women to
contribute in the private sector.

The workshop was organized by
the Council of Ministers of Labor
and Ministry of Social Affairs in the
GCC States Executive Bureau in
collaboration with the Arabic Institute
of Planning. From his side, Dr. Bader
Mallala stressed the importance of
widening the role women play in the
private sector due to the increasing
recognition and consciousness that
women should be given an equal
chance to participate in today’s market
structure, explaining that women are
fully capable of assuming duties and
performing them competently, as the
work market is need for their valuable
contributions. Dr. Bader criticized all
forms of gender discrimination and
called for laws that protect women’s
rights such as maternity leave and
equal pay.

Enable the private sector capabilities as an essential
partner in the Sustainable Human Development Project

The participants recommended enabling
and empowering the Non Government
Organizations as partners with government
and business organizations in the project for
Sustainable Human Development on both
national and regional levels.

Moreover, the participants called for
designing criteria to evaluate the NGOs in
accordance to the nature and characteristics
of their countries. The participants also
commended on the role that the NGOs play
in the social and economic status around the
GCC region.

From his side, the General Manager of

the Executive Bureau, Mr. Ageel Aljassim
explained that the number of NGOs has
increased and diversified to be part of
different fields in the GCC countries,
especially those working in the field of
community development and providing
services to individuals. NGOs have an
important role in the social and the economic
development process and it is essential to
learn how to evaluate the performance of
these institutions by analyzing the quality of
their contribution to the community.
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The Council of the Ministers
of Labor and Ministry of Social
Affairs in GCC States Executive
Bureau has been productive for
more than three decades. The
ministerial session was held in
Kuwait because of the recent
significance given to it due to
Kuwait’s and the International
Community’s Celebrations as
His Highness Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
Emir of Kuwait received The
Title of The Commander of
Humanitarian work from the
United Nations Organization.

The instructions and
directions from the Ministers
of Labor have been indeed a
translation to the vision of the
GCC’s leadership, seeing that
achieving and reaching the
needs and aspirations of the
GCC population are exactly
the goals and objectives of the
leadership.

As we reminisce the history
of development in the GCC
region we undergo great sorrow
and grief, as we recall his
highness the late King Abdulla
bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud and his
countless contributions to the
development of the GCC States.

However, if it is any
consolation to our nation, we
can find comfort in knowing
that his successor, the Custodian
of the Two Holy Mosques, King
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud
is indeed a worthy successor to
a the best predecessor.

“The Labor and Social Affairs outlook
in the GCC States is coming together”

The Secretary General of the Islamic Cooperation Organization Mr. Eyad Madani has
welcomed the proposal to enhance the collaboration between his Organization and the
Council of Ministers of Labor and Ministry of Social Affairs in GCC states Executive
Bureau, in a meeting with the General Manager, Mr. Ageel Al Jassim.

From his side, Al Jassim explained that the goal of the Executive Bureau is to find
new ways of collaboration between the GCC states that can help reaching towards unity
in the region. Al Jassim has added that both the Islamic and Arab societies are in need for
development and empowerment in order to face modern life challenges.

“The executive bureau” seeking collaboration
with the chamber of Commerce and Industry

The general manager of the Council of Ministers of Labor and Ministry of Social
Affairs in the GCC States Executive Bureau has reviewed the possible ways of enhancing
the collaboration between the Executive Bureau and the Chamber of Commerce and
Industry in Bahrain.

In a meeting between the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Mr.
Khalid Almoayed and the General Manager of the Executive Bureau, Mr. Ageel Aljassim,
where both corroborated the common grounds that the parties share. Almoayed commended
the work of the Executive Bureau and praised the help it provides for small businesses and
people who are concerned with business matters in the kingdom. From his side, Aljassim
praised the role that the Chamber of Commerce and Industry plays in Bahrain’s modern
market, such as supporting female business owners. The meeting was attended by officials
from both parties and was held in Almoayed’s office.
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Ministerial meeting for (Abu Dhabi Enable the private sector capabilities as
Dialogue 3) employment outreach an essential partner in the Sustainable
program supports joint regional initiative Human Development Project



